
The Minutes of the Workshop Meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of 

Cranford, County of Union, State of New Jersey on November 13, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. in Room 108. 

 
THIS MEETING IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE “OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT’ AS ADEQUATE 

NOTICE OF THIS MEETING HAS BEEN PROVIDED BY MAILING THE ANNUAL SCHEDULE OF 

MEETINGS TO THE WESTFIELD LEADER, THE UNION COUNTY LOCAL SOURCE, THE STAR LEDGER, 

AND TAP INTO CRANFORD, BY POSTING SUCH ANNUAL MEETING SCHEDULE ON A BULLETIN 

BOARD IN THE TOWN HALL RESERVED FOR SUCH ANNOUNCEMENTS AND THE FILING OF SAID 

NOTICE WITH THE TOWNSHIP CLERK OF CRANFORD.  FORMAL ACTION MAY BE TAKEN AT THIS 

MEETING. 

 

Present:          Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. 

              Deputy Mayor Patrick F. Giblin  

Commissioner Ann Dooley 

Commissioner Andis Kalnins 

  Commissioner Mary O’Connor 

 

Absent:  None 

 

Commissioner-elect Jean Albert Maisonneuve was present. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Hannen opened the public comment portion of the meeting and asked if there were any questions 

or comments. Hearing no comments, Mayor Hannen closed the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Review Official Meeting Agenda 

Discussion was held regarding the Township Committee meeting packets. 

 

Meeting Minutes  

Adoption to be carried to the November 28, 2017 Official Meeting for approval. 

 

Resolution No. 2017-375: 

Commissioner Dooley questioned the request for increases for EMTs. 

 

Deputy Mayor Giblin stated that there is an attempt by the Emergency Medical Services to be more 

competitive with respect to salary in order to keep employees. 

 

Bill List: 

Commissioner Dooley asked for clarification regarding a bill for Meyer DePew Company maintenance 

renewal. 

 

Township Administrator Wall already had the purchase orders pulled. 

 

Commissioner Dooley asked for clarification regarding a bill for Everbridge Nixel Service. 

 

Chief Financial Officer Patterson explained that it is an annual fee. 

 

Commissioner Dooley questioned a bill for a Digital Media Recorder. 

 

Chief Financial Officer Patterson explained that the Council Chambers needed a new device. 

 

Commissioner Dooley questioned a bill for the Westfield Leader. 

 

Chief Financial Officer Patterson explained that the bill is for the publication of the garbage removal 

ordinance. 

 
Engineering update 

 

Walnut Avenue Paving 

Township Engineer Masol provided an update regarding the paving of Walnut Avenue by Union County 

and informed the Township Committee that the paving portion of the project has been completed and the 

next step is to line the streets. 

 

2017 Municipal Paving Program 

Township Engineer Masol mentioned that paving on Carolina Street and Meeker Avenue should be 

completed this week. 

 

North Union/Alden Street Improvements 

Township Engineer Masol informed the Township Committee that the bid opening for North Union 

Avenue and Alden Street improvements is scheduled for December 5, 2017. 
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NJDEP/NJEIT – Fiscal Year 2016 Clean Water and Drinking Water (Environmental Infrastructure 

(Phase 2B) 

Township Engineer Masol provided an update of the Phase 2B of the Northeast Quadrant Storm Water 

Management Project and informed the Township Committee that the additional study that was requested 

is still under review. 

 

Elizabethtown Gas Company 

Township Engineer Masol discussed the paving schedule for Elizabethtown Gas. Paving should begin this 

month after Thanksgiving or into December dependent on the weather. 

 

Belmont Avenue and Locust Drive 

Deputy Mayor Giblin expressed concern with water pooling in the area of Belmont Avenue and Locust 

Drive. Seeking if there is an issue with the pump station.  

 

Township Engineer Masol to follow up. 

 

Roosevelt Park Parking Lot 

Commissioner O’Connor looking for an update regarding the Roosevelt Park Parking lot.  

 

Victorian Lights 

Township Administrator Wall questioned the staging of the Victorian lights. 

 

Township Engineer Masol stated that the Victorian lights should arrive in a week because they were 

shipped today.  

 

Mayor Hannen concerned with storage of the lights and the installation around the holiday wreaths. Feels 

the project should being after the tree lighting and start at the South side and work outward.  

 

Review Official Meeting Agenda (continued) 

 

Resolution No. 2017-375: 

Fire Chief Czeh was present. Discussed the hourly salary range for EMTs. Explained that he is losing 

employees because of higher salaries in other municipalities. Is looking to increase the pay rate for only 

two employees.  

 

Mayor Hannen questioned the impact the raises will have on other employees. 

 

Further discussion in closed session. 

 

Cranford Township social media 

Deputy Mayor Giblin commended the Downtown Management Corporation (DMC) on their presence 

with social media. Informed the Township Committee that the DMC would like to use the Township 

website as a platform for information. Recommended support for the current employee handling the 

content on the website.  

 

Discussion held regarding establishing a policy and guidelines for content placed on the Township 

website. 

 

Township Administrator Wall supports this recommendation. Need to work on general guidelines and 

content.  

 

Deputy Mayor Giblin suggested speaking with other municipalities to see how they manage website 

content. 

 

On motion of Commissioner O’Connor, seconded by Commissioner Kalnins and passed, the following 

resolution was adopted by roll call vote:  

 

Resolution No. 2017-91.41: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee will go into closed session to discuss the following, 

the minutes of which will be released at some time in the future at the discretion of the Township 

Committee: 

Legal 

 Township Attorney update 

Personnel 

 Township Clerk’s Office 

 Various Departments 

 Construction Code Office 

 Finance Department 

Labor Negotiations 

 Collective Bargaining Agreement 
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Minute Review 

 Closed Session Minutes of October 16, 23 and 24, 2017 

Recorded vote: 

Aye: Mayor Hannen, Deputy Mayor Giblin Commissioners Dooley, Kalnins and O’Connor  

Nay: None 

Abstained: None 

Absent: None 

 

On motion of Commissioner O’Connor seconded by Commissioner Dooley and passed, the Township 

Committee returned to open session at 7:36 PM 

 

Update re: Birchwood Avenue property, Wanda Monahan, Esq. 

Michael Mistretta, PP, LLA form Harbor Consultants Inc. was present. 

 

Mr. Mistretta discussed the Redevelopment Plan for the 215-235 Birchwood Avenue property. Discussed 

details regarding the project including specifications of each building, height, setback, units, affordable 

housing units allocated throughout the development, the parking ratio, buffer from neighboring residents, 

impervious coverage, preserving green space, the addition of walking paths, preserve vegetation and bike 

paths.  

 

Mr. Mistretta also discussed the adoption of the redevelopment plan, the goals and objectives and the 

primary purpose to prepare the plan.  

 

Discussion held regarding goals and objectives.  

 

Mayor Hannen asked the Township Committee if they had any questions or objections to introduce the 

Birchwood Plan to the public. 

 

The Township Committee moved to Council Chambers at 8:00 PM to conduct the Official Meeting. 

 

On motion of Commissioner O’Connor seconded by Commissioner Dooley and passed, the Township 

Committee returned to the Workshop meeting at 9:00 PM. 

 

On motion of Commissioner O’Connor, seconded by Commissioner Kalnins and passed, the following 

resolution was adopted by roll call vote:  

 

Resolution No. 2017-91.41: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee will go into closed session to discuss the following, 

the minutes of which will be released at some time in the future at the discretion of the Township 

Committee: 

Legal 

 Township Attorney update 

Personnel 

 Township Clerk’s Office 

 Various Departments 

 Construction Code Office 

 Finance Department 

Labor Negotiations 

 Collective Bargaining Agreement 

Minute Review 

 Closed Session Minutes of October 16, 23 and 24, 2017 

Recorded vote: 

Aye: Mayor Hannen, Deputy Mayor Giblin Commissioners Dooley and O’Connor  

Nay: None 

Abstained: None 

Absent: Commissioner Kalnins 

 

On motion of Commissioner O’Connor seconded by Commissioner Dooley and passed, the Township 

Committee returned to open session at 10:23 PM 

 

On motion of Commissioner O’Connor seconded by Commissioner Dooley and passed, the Township 

Committee adjourned at 10:23 PM. 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

        Francine Kaplan, Esq. 

Dated:  November 13, 2017     Law Office of Ryan J. Cooper LLC 


