
The Minutes of the Workshop Meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of 

Cranford, County of Union, State of New Jersey on January 9, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 108. 

 
THIS MEETING IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE “OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT’ AS ADEQUATE 

NOTICE OF THIS MEETING HAS BEEN PROVIDED BY MAILING THE ANNUAL SCHEDULE OF 

MEETINGS TO THE WESTFIELD LEADER, THE UNION COUNTY LOCAL SOURCE, THE STAR LEDGER, 

AND TAP INTO CRANFORD, BY POSTING SUCH ANNUAL MEETING SCHEDULE ON A BULLETIN 

BOARD IN THE TOWN HALL RESERVED FOR SUCH ANNOUNCEMENTS AND THE FILING OF SAID 

NOTICE WITH THE TOWNSHIP CLERK OF CRANFORD.  FORMAL ACTION MAY BE TAKEN AT THIS 

MEETING. 

 

Present:          Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. 

Deputy Mayor Patrick F. Giblin 

              Commissioner Ann Dooley 

  Commissioner Andis Kalnins 

  Commissioner Mary O’Connor 

 

Absent:  None 

 

On motion of Commissioner O’Connor, seconded by Commissioner Kalnins and passed, the following 

resolution was adopted by roll call vote:  

 

Resolution No. 2017-91: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee will go into closed session to discuss the following, 

the minutes of which will be released at some time in the future at the discretion of the Township 

Committee: 

 

Contractual 

 Birchwood Avenue property 

 2017 Public Defender 

 MDTV property 

 

Minute Review 

 Closed Session Minutes of December 28, 2016 

Recorded vote: 

Aye: Mayor Hannen, Deputy Mayor Giblin, Commissioners Dooley, Kalnins and O’Connor  

Nay: None 

Abstained: None 

Absent: None 

  

On motion of Commissioner Kalnins seconded by Commissioner O’Connor and passed, the Township 

Committee returned to open session at 7:55 PM. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Hannen opened the public comments portion of the meeting and asked if there were any questions 

or comments.  Hearing no comments, Mayor Hannen closed the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Review Official Meeting Agenda 

Mayor Hannen informed the Township Committee that the term of the Emergency Management 

Coordinator needs to be filled for a full three (3) years, not for an unexpired term, which was authorized 

on January 3, 2017. As such, the appointment would be added to the January 10, 2017 Official Meeting as 

a Mayoral Appointment. 

 

All items approved were for action. 

 

Request for recycling schedule change, DPW Superintendent Steven Wardell 

Tiffanie Nyzio of Giordano Companies Inc. was present. 

 

DPW Superintendent Steven Wardell discussed a request by Giordano Companies, Inc. to change the 

recycling schedule to combine the pickups for the north and south sides of the Township to the same day.  

 

Ms. Nyzio discussed the request and explained that there would be no change in service. Also assured the 

Township Committee that any homes that are missed would be addressed immediately. Explained that 

more trucks would be used to accommodate the new schedule. 

 

DPW Superintendent Wardell discussed the transition for the schedule change and suggested it be 

implemented at the end of February since the current schedule expires at that time.  

 

Commissioner Kalnins mentioned that the schedule has been in place for many years and feels this is a 

significant change. 
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Commissioner Dooley asked if the change would require a contract amendment. 

 

Ms. Nyzio explained that she did not see any reference in the agreement as to the schedule, and feels no 

amendment is necessary.  

 

Further discussion to be held in closed session as a contractual matter. 

 

Municipal Alliance Update, Municipal Alliance Chairperson, William Ilaria 

William Ilaria, Municipal Alliance Chairperson, provided an update regarding the Cranford Municipal 

Alliance’s goals and objectives. Discussed the mission of the Municipal Alliance, which is to create 

prevention/intolerance to underage drinking and drug use. Also discussed aspects of the Municipal 

Alliance’s goals and objectives for 2017 which would impact the Township, and requested input from the 

Township Committee as to how the Township could assist the Municipal Alliance in its mission  

 

Discussion was held as to the Municipal Alliance’s strategy. 

 

Mr. Ilaria explained that the Municipal Alliance must focus on one strategy, per state requirement, and its 

strategy is to prevent underage drinking. 

 

Commissioner Dooley discussed issues and concerns with drug use, specifically heroin, and suggested the 

focus be on the prevention of underage drug use. 

 

Discussion was held as to public service announcements that might be impactful if current methods to 

prevent underage drinking and drug use have not been as successful as planned. 

 

Mr. Ilara explained that the Municipal Alliance has attempted not to use “scare” tactics in its public 

service announcements, but it might become necessary. Also discussed the successful impact the School 

Resource Officer has had on the prevention of underage drinking. 

 

Commissioner O’Connor discussed drinking that occurs at children’s activities and events and the need to 

prohibit this, especially if it is occurring on school and/or Township property. Also discussed the 

enforcement that might be necessary.   

 

Mr. Ilaria explained that the Municipal Alliance is not suggesting police enforcement, but feels coaches 

and parents should be responsible for ensuring that alcohol is not permitted at children’s events. 

 

Deputy Mayor Giblin discussed his experience with coaching and stated that he is not aware of alcohol 

being used at these events. 

 

Deputy Mayor Giblin and Commissioner O’Connor to follow up with Mr. Ilara concerning the Municipal 

Alliance’s request for Township input to assist the Municipal Alliance in its mission.  

 

Presentation re: Tree Inventory, The Land Conservancy 

Barbara Heskins Davis and Gary Annibal from The Land Conservancy were present. 

 

Ms. Davis presented an overview of the Street Tree Inventory that was conducted throughout the 

Township. Discussed the Township’s certification with Sustainable Jersey and explained that the Tree 

Inventory Report being prepared is beneficial to the Township’s certification, and should be filed with 

Sustainable Jersey once it is complete. Also discussed the benefits of the Street Tree Inventory Report and 

the trees included in the inventory. 

 

Mr. Annibal discussed tree trimming conducted by utility companies.  Also explained that the “conflict 

trees” category included in the report includes trees that are conflicting with wires or infrastructure, as 

well as trees that are not conflicting at this time, but might be in the next few years.  

 

Ms. Davis discussed maintenance recommendations and the number of trees recommended for removal. 

Explained that a draft report should be provided to the Township within the next month, and the final 

report should be filed by the Township by April to ensure the payment of grant funds awarded for the 

project. 

 

Mayor Hannen discussed the benefits of the Street Tree Inventory to DPW and Sustainable Jersey 

Certification, but requested clarification as to how it would be beneficial to residents.  

 

Mr. Annibal discussed the inventory process and explained that many residents were very interested in the 

work the Land Conservancy was conducting. Many residents were also interested in seeing the final 

report. 

 

Township Administrator Wall asked if data included in the inventory could be useful with flood 

mitigation efforts. 
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Ms. Davis feels the Township Engineer could best answer that question, but feels that tree maintenance 

does help with water absorption. 

 

The Township Committee thanked Ms. Davis and Mr. Annibal for their presentation and efforts. 

 

Engineering update 

 

South Union Avenue – NJDOT Application 

Township Engineer O’Brien informed the Township Committee of the intention to submit an application 

to the NJ Department of Transportation for grant funds to continue with the reconstruction of South 

Union Avenue.  

 

Lincoln Avenue East Reconstruction 

Township Engineer O’Brien discussed the status of the Lincoln Avenue East Reconstruction Project and 

informed the Township Committee that an advertisement for bids would be authorized on January 24, 

2017. 

 

Basketball Courts 

Township Engineer O’Brien provided an update of improvements to the Lincoln Avenue Basketball 

Courts. 

 

Northeast Stormwater Management Plan Phase 2B 

Township Engineer O’Brien discussed the status of Phase 2B of the Northeast Quadrant Stormwater 

Management Project and stated that he is currently waiting for the Department of Environmental 

Protection’s approval in order to begin the bid process. 

 

Cranford Baseball Field – Synthetic Turf Conversion 

Township Engineer O’Brien discussed the installation of turf at the Cranford Athletic Field and informed 

the Township Committee that the weather has impacted the project. Stated that the contractor is preparing 

a revised schedule. 

 

De-silting of Rahway River  
Commissioner Dooley requested an update as to de-silting of the river and asked what is needed to move 

forward with the project. 

 

Township Engineer O’Brien explained that areas for de-silting need to be identified, and a permit 

application then needs to be submitted to the Department of Environmental Protection. Funding would 

also need to be included in the capital budget. 

 

Discussion was held as to the amount of de-silting that needs to occur to be considered maintenance.  

 

Discussion was held as to de-silting to occur at the gates in the river.  

 

Further discussion necessary. 

 

MDTV parking lot 

Commissioner O’Connor discussed a recommendation by the Parking Committee to use the MDTV 

parking lot for 12-hour permit parking. 

 

Commissioner Kalnins asked if the Parking Committee recommended setting aside a portion of spaces for 

retail parking. 

 

Commissioner O’Connor explained that the use for 12 hour permit parking would be temporary because a 

permanent use for the property needs to be determined. As such, no spaces have been recommended for 

retail parking because meters would need to be installed. 

 

Ordinance authorizing permit parking in this location to be introduced January 24, 2017. 

 

Telephone audit 

Township Administrator Wall discussed the telephone audit that was conducted and the potential for 

changing carriers for cost savings purposes.  

 

Mayor Hannen asked if telephone numbers that are no longer in service have been identified through this 

audit. 

 

Township Administrator Wall explained that those numbers are still being identified and that portion of 

the audit is not yet complete. 

 

Further discussion January 23, 2017. 
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Aflac representative 

Township Administrator Wall discussed a request by some Township employees that the Township 

consider a new Aflac representative. Informed the Township Committee that a new representative has 

been identified, if the Township Committee is agreeable to the request. 

 

The Township Committee was agreeable to the request. Resolution authorizing a change in the 

Township’s Aflac representative to be adopted January 24, 2017. 

 

Township Committee Meeting Agendas 

 

Potential for paperless meetings 

Mayor Hannen discussed the potential for paperless meeting agendas and requested Township Committee 

input. Also discussed the potential for posting agenda backup to the Township’s website and suggested 

that the Township Committee review Princeton’s website, as an example of how backup would be posted. 

 

Commissioner O’Connor suggested using Google Docs to access documents electronically. Explained it 

is a centralized system, including email, and is user friendly. 

 

Commissioner Dooley stated that she supports going paperless provided it is feasible from a cost 

perspective.   

 

The Township Committee was agreeable to pursuing options that would allow for paperless meeting 

agendas. 

 

Commissioners O’Connor and Dooley and Township Attorney Cooper to discuss potential options and 

report to the Township Committee. 

 

Process 

Mayor Hannen discussed the process and deadline for the submission of agenda item requests. 

 

Township Administrator Wall suggested the Township Committee contact him prior to meetings with 

questions concerning items on the agenda. 

 

Official Meeting format 

Mayor Hannen discussed consent agenda items and explained that the Township Clerk is not required to 

read a description of each item. Explained that interested residents could obtain information of agenda 

items on the Township’s website. 

 

The Township Committee was not agreeable to a change in the consent agenda format. 

 

Minute approval – Closed Session Minutes of December 28, 2016 

On motion of Commissioner Kalnins, seconded by Commissioner O’Connor and passed, the Closed 

Session Minutes of December 28, 2016 were approved by indicated vote of the Township Committee. 

Recorded vote: 

Aye: Mayor Hannen, Deputy Mayor Giblin, Commissioners Dooley, Kalnins and O’Connor 

Nay: None 

Abstained: None  

Absent: None 

 

ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS 

 

Township Administrator Wall 

 

2017 Goals and Objectives 

Township Administrator Wall discussed the status of 2017 Goals and Objectives for various departments. 

 

2017 Municipal Budget 

Township Administrator Wall provided an update of the 2017 Municipal Budget process. 

 

Mayor Hannen requested an excel export of the draft municipal budget. 

 

COMMISSIONER REPORTS 

 

Commissioner Kalnins 

Commissioner Kalnins discussed a request by former Mayor Daniel Aschenbach that the Township 

Committee consider adopting a resolution urging the Army Corps of Engineers to expedite the process 

with respect to regional flood mitigation. 

 

The Township Committee was agreeable to the request. Resolution to be adopted January 10, 2017. 
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Commissioner Dooley 

Commissioner Dooley provided an update concerning engineering services and informed the Township 

Committee that she has conducted a review of all engineering responses to the Township’s Requests for 

Proposals. She has also conducted a review of all resumes submitted for an in-house engineer. 

 

Further discussion necessary. 

 

Mayor Hannen 

Mayor Hannen reminded the Township Committee to request goals and objectives from the volunteer 

committees to which they have been assigned as commissioner/liaison. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mayor Hannen opened the public comments portion of the meeting and asked if there were any questions 

or comments.   

 

Michael Bonnacorso, 137 Victoria Drive, Clark, New Jersey, requested clarification of the synthetic turf 

installation at the Cranford Athletic Field. 

 

Mayor Hannen discussed the location and amount of synthetic material to be installed at the baseball 

field. 

 

Hearing no further comments, Mayor Hannen closed the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

On motion of Commissioner O’Connor, seconded by Commissioner Kalnins and passed, the following 

resolution was adopted by roll call vote:  

 

Resolution No. 2017-91 (continued): 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee will go into closed session to discuss the following, 

the minutes of which will be released at some time in the future at the discretion of the Township 

Committee: 

Contractual 

 Birchwood Avenue property 

 2017 Public Defender 

 MDTV property 

 

Minute Review 

 Closed Session Minutes of December 28, 2016 

Recorded vote: 

Aye: Mayor Hannen, Deputy Mayor Giblin and Commissioners Dooley, Kalnins and O’Connor 

Nay: None 

Abstained: None  

Absent: None 

 

On motion of Commissioner O’Connor seconded by Commissioner Kalnins and passed, the Township 

Committee returned to open session at 10:00 PM. 

 

On motion of Commissioner O’Connor, seconded by Commissioner Kalnins and passed, the Township 

Committee adjourned at 10:00 PM.  

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

        Tara Rowley, RMC 

Dated:  January 09, 2017     Municipal Clerk  


